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Founding Director, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Scholars Program in the Arts and Humanities 
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PUBLICATIONS AND PROJECTS 
 
Books and Research Projects 
 
7:-"5';"9+5-/"0-%)'<$=."5'>&4?+-$80'@$-.84-';$%?$9,$0"%A'Exploring contract with Johns 

Hopkins University Press, expected in 2020.  
'
*+,-'*.$-/+0B%'C.$,+&",9.$+)'An interdisciplinary study of the relationships, reception, and 

representations of the poet in the context of Greater Philadelphia from 1855 to 1919. 
Several essays in support of the project have been published (see below).  

'  
!"#$%"&'($#"%)'*+,-'*.$-/+0'+0&'1$0"-""0-.23"0-456'74-.85%.$9A New York: Routledge, 2004.    

An examination self-representation in US culture from the American Revolution through 
the nineteenth century. Drawing on studies of the history of the book, Pierre Bourdieu's 
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“Biography.” 
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“James Russell Lowell.”  *5$-"5%'8:'-."'7/"5$?+0'!"0+$%%+0?")'70'72W'G4$&"A'Ed. Denise 
Knight. Greenwood Press, 2004. 256-262.  

“Walt Whitman” and “Ralph Waldo Emerson.” <84%"';$#$&"&)'H."'70-"U",,4/'F,+#"56';"U+-"%'
$0'7/"5$?+N'OSSX2OPXY. Ed. Mason I. Lowance. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
2002. 195-202, 225-233. 

“Ralph Waldo Emerson.” 7=+$0%-'F,+#"56)'70'7U8,$-$80$%-'!"+&"5A'General Ed. Mason I. 
Lowance. New York: Penguin, 2000. 301-312. 

 
Encyclopedia Entries/Essays 
 
“Literary Magazines” (4,000 words) and “L
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Higher Education Journalism  
 
I was a regular contributor to H."'3.580$?,"'!"#$"@'and H."'3.580$?,"'8:'<$=."5'>&4?+-$80'from 
1998 to 2014 and published more than 
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Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, 2009, $200,000 grant in support of the creation of a three-year 
program, involving 50 students, in faculty-student collaborative research in the arts and 
humanities with an emphasis on the integration of digital humanities with traditional 
scholarship: the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Scholars Program in the Arts and 
Humanities.
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Helen Choate Bell Prize for Essays in American Literature, Harvard, 1995. Received for “A 
Question of ‘Character’: Visual Images and the Nineteenth-century Construction of 
Edgar Allan Poe.” 

 
Bowdoin Prize, Harvard, 1994. Received for “Whitmanites, Wildeans, and the Rhetoric of 

‘Manliness.’” 
 
 

CONFERENCES AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
Invited Speaker 
 
Panelist, “Walt Whitman at 200.” University of Dayton, 2019.  
Plenary and Workshop, “Getting Started in the Digital Liberal Arts.” Gustavus Adolphus College, 

2017. Second plenary and workshop, 2018.  
Keynote, “Why We Call It ‘The Digital Liberal Arts.’” Vassar College, sponsored by the Digital 

Library Federation, 2017. 
Plenary, “Why I Don’t Do ‘Digital Humanities’: Regional Collaboration in the ‘Digital Liberal 

Arts.’” Michigan State University, 2015.  
Keynote, “Now We Call It The Digital Liberal Arts,” Whittier College, California, 2015. 
Workshop, “Engaging the Digital Liberal Arts,” Valparaiso University, Indiana, 2015.  
Panelist, “Navigating Interdisciplinary Careers,” Harvard University, Graduate School of Arts 

and Sciences, 2014.  
Plenary
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Keynote, Holland Ladies Literary Club, Holland, Michigan. “Walt Whitman’s America,” 2008; 
“Literary Abolitionism,” 2009.    

David Hirsch Memorial Lecture, “Walt Whitman’s Cities.” Brown University, 2005. 
Panelist, “Walt Whitman’s Philadelphia and Camden.” “American Treasures Exhibition,” Library 

of Congress, 2005. 
Plenary, “Whitman’s Philadelphia and Whitman’s Camden.” Conference on Whitman and Place, 

Rutgers University, Camden, 2005.  
Panelist, “("+#"%'8:'G5+%%'(1855) and the Cities of Whitman’s Memory.” ("+#"%'8:'G5+%%)'The 

150th-Anniversary Conference, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, 2005.  
Panelist, “Negotiating the Academic Job System.” John Hope Franklin Humanities Institute, 

Duke University, 2004. 
 
Conference Presentations 
 
“Doing Digital Liberal Arts: Projects and Pedagogies on Student-centered Campuses.” 

Hum
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Director, Conference of the Digital Liberal Arts Initiative of the Great Lakes Colleges 
Association, Ann Arbor, 2014.  

Co-Director, then Director, Urban Institute of the The Philadelphia Center, 2013-2014.  
Chair, Pre-
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“Mythmaking in Presidential Biography” (senior thesis) 
“Questioning a Canonical Chicano Experience: The Autobiographies of Rodriguez, 
 Moraga, and Acosta” (senior thesis)  
“Sadakichi Hartmann and American Bohemia” (senior thesis)  
“Spiritual Epics: The Legacy of Milton” (senior thesis) 
“Theodore Roosevelt: The Frontier Hero and the Crisis of Masculinity” (junior thesis) 
 

SERVICE 
 

Academic Leadership  
Senior Director of Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Programs and Initiatives, 2020-2023.  

Combined oversight of the Mellon Scholars Program, the Mellon Grand Challenges 
Initiative, and the Community-based Partnerships Initiative.  

Primary Investigator, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Hope College, 2019, $800,000 Higher 
Education and Scholarship in the Humanities grant to support community-based 
partnerships in the humanities in Holland, Michigan.  

Senior Director and Primary Investigator, 
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Administrat
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Princeton University Press (2001)  
 
Research Assistance 
 
Professors Sacvan B
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Academic Impressions Faculty Development Conference in Blen


